Four Waterfalls in the Maliau Basin, Sabah 

The Maliau Basin apparently has the largest concentration of waterfalls in Malaysia and possibly in the world within its 390 sq km. Located in the The Maliau Basin Conservation Area (MBCA), the Basin is about 25km in diameter and to date only 30% of it is explored. In 1997, it was gazetted as a Class I Protection Forest Reserve to outlaw logging. Later, it was gazetted as a Cultural Heritage Site under the State Cultural Heritage Enactment. I’m not sure if they have attained World Heritage Site. 

In May 2005, following months of planning by the Chin family, a group of 10 people went to Basin. For more detailed write up on the trip and photos please read

http://gabchong.multiply.com/photos 

http://junglewallah.multiply.com/photos 

There are two options to reach the falls in Maliau Basin. 

1. Proper Access: This takes three days. First you need a day’s drive to the base camp, Agathis Camp. Majority of the drive is off road and when it is wet, it can be quite scary!! But the drivers from Yayasan Sabah are familiar with the conditions and handle it all very professionally. The next day you will trek to Camel Trophy Camp and only the third day will head towards Takob Akub and Giluk Falls. 

2. I got too much money and don’t want to get my feet muddy access: The easier, and more expensive option, is a helicopter ride to see the falls from the air. The downside is that you only get to see the Maliau Falls but you do get to see the seven tiers that make up the fall. Don’t believe some of the tour brochures that say you can swim in the pool at the falls. Well I guess you can swim, with a rope tied securely around you!! 

Treks to falls: It’s over an hour each way to the falls from the respective camps. Time will depend on the condition of the trails as it can be slippery and muddy when it is wet. Mostly descending and it gets steeper towards the very end. There are ropes and ladders to help, but still doesn’t make it any easier. To get to Takob-Akob for example involves a drop of 180 metres. I won’t go into description on how to get there because it’s rather long and complicated and you will have a guide in any case. 

Leaches? YESSSS… LOTS!! But you get use to them and they just become a nuisance. 

In total, we visited four falls: Giluk, Takob-Akob, Maliau and Sabandar. 

Maliau Falls. The largest and most famous of the falls in the area. In total, it is has seven tiers but you only see the 5th & 6th  tier from the ground. You can see the 7th tier as you are actually resting on the area next to it so it is quite exciting. The highest drop is 28 metres. 

For me, Sabander Falls is the prettiest of all the falls. Situated about an hours walk from Ginseng Camp. Our guide (Ot) took us behind the falls and we sat under the powerful water falling and massaging our backs. It was lovely and refreshing. 

Why go now? Very untouched and not a lot of tourist!! Mostly scientific expeditions and groups that do go, don’t tend to go further then Agathis. Very few actually do the entire 37km loop.

Cost: Depends on numbers and depends on whether you have “educational” guides etc… There is also local price and foreigners price (even if you live in Malaysia on silverhair or work in Malaysia). Personally I spent about RM1500, including airfare from Kuching – Tawau (including two nights accommodation in Tawau) and all meals. 

How to get there: You have to get permission from Yayasan Sabah to get into Maliau Basin. You could go via any reputable travel agency or if go direct to: 

Yayasan Sabah 

Block D, Lot 8-10 Ground Floor, Sadong Jaya Complex, P.O. Box 11622, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, 88817, Malaysia 

Tel: 60 88 267 637 Fax: 60 88 251 636 Mobile: 019 861 6824 
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Ladders and ropes help with the ascent and descent: Access photos. 

Takob-Akob: Takob-Akob series

Sabendar Falls:  Me bathing underneath the fall!! 

Giluk Falls: I seem to recall that Giluk Falls had several levels and we had to climb down a very steep embankment to see the second level. 

Maliau Falls: Composite of Maliau Falls, The Group at Maliau Falls.  

